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ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY–CONTROLLED ORGANISATIONS 
Grievance 

MS D.G. D’ANNA (Kimberley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.42 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister 
for Community Services and relates to the need for Aboriginal empowerment in addressing complex social 
needs across the state. Social issues in Aboriginal communities are complex and often interconnected. There is an 
over-representation of Aboriginal children and families in the child protection system and the justice system, and 
in the rate of family violence experienced by Aboriginal women and children. The Cook Labor government has 
a number of programs in place to address these issues, but we also know that in order to get meaningful outcomes in 
Aboriginal communities, the local people must be empowered. Programs and communities need to be culturally safe 
and Aboriginal-led. The National Agreement on Closing the Gap commits governments to priority reforms and how 
they work with Aboriginal communities and organisations. Under the priority reforms, the WA government has 
committed to invest in community-controlled organisations to transform government agencies and contracted 
services to become more culturally safe. 
Aboriginal community–controlled organisations have emerged from grassroots initiatives. They are best placed to 
provide community-led and culturally safe child and family services to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities. ACCOs work because there is an intrinsic connection between the organisation and the community 
they serve. This connection leads to accountability and greater outcomes in the community. The connection that 
ACCOs hold within their communities uniquely positions them to determine the specific services and supports 
required at the local level. Every day in my role as the member for Kimberley, I see amazing examples of Aboriginal 
community–controlled organisations making a real difference in the community. Wyndham Youth Aboriginal 
Corporation is an excellent example of an ACCO that is well and truly connected with the local community on the 
ground. It was wonderful to see its well-attended Halloween discos and the organisation’s important efforts to 
facilitate basketball training with the kids. As well as running great social and sporting events, WYAC helps to skill 
up young ones in town, running a mechanical service, a maintenance service and a gardening and landscaping 
service. It is worth mentioning those because Wyndham does not have many opportunities and that organisation 
creates them for the young ones. 
In the Fitzroy Valley, it was only through local leaders standing and demanding to be heard that a study was done 
into the generation of young people assessed with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder. This was done by the local 
women’s centre, Marninwarntikura, which continues to operate as an incredible ACCO and is working hard to 
provide services for women and programs for women and families in the valley. Without this local ACCO 
undertaking much-needed research into FASD, we would be so much more behind in helping those families and 
at giving the kids the best go at life. 
I see many successful youth programs run by local people in remote communities. In Balgo recently there was an 
intense holiday program run by the local people that included trips out bush for different families and engaging 
the youth in different activities run by young men in the community. The Gija youth program in the Warmun 
community supports the young people by running activities such as boxing and holding free barbecue breakfasts. 
These are well-attended and loved in the community because they are run by community people. 
Another great example is the Aboriginal Pastoral Academy at Roebuck Plains Station. Through the Rise up to 
Work program, students are able to complete a free employment course and undertake a six-month practical stint 
working at Roebuck Plains and Myroodah stations. This program has been developed and run by Yawuru, allowing 
the program to be tailored specifically for young Indigenous people to make sure they get the skills they need to 
embrace opportunities and take up jobs on the stations. 
It is clear that ACCOs are best placed to understand and meet the needs of the communities they serve. Despite 
this, there is a concern that, historically, ACCOs have not received the recognition and support they need to deliver 
these important programs and services to the best of their ability. Minister, how is the government ensuring that 
programs aimed at supporting Aboriginal people are being delivered in a culturally responsible way, as identified 
in the strategy? With the procurement of various ACCOs to deliver child protection programs and services such 
as out-of-home care, how is the government ensuring that ACCOs are being adequately resourced to deliver these 
services in their communities? More needs to be done to empower Aboriginal communities to respond to these 
issues in their communities and enable ACCOs to do this important work. We want to see possible outcomes for 
Aboriginal children, young people, families and communities across Western Australia. Aboriginal people are 
disproportionately impacted by family and domestic violence. As many as three out of every five Aboriginal 
women experience FDV in their lifetime. Aboriginal women are 32 times more likely to be hospitalised for FDV. 
I ask the minister to outline how the Cook Labor government will ensure that FDV services for Aboriginal women 
are culturally sensitive, including the delivery of the Broome FDV hub, which was an important election commitment. 
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Another issue is youth justice. That is quite an important issue in my electorate and other towns across 
Western Australia. In particular, I am interested in the delivery of Target 120 because that is exceptionally 
important in my electorate. Fitzroy Crossing was one of the locations announced, among many others, to be part of 
the expansion of the Target 120 locations. Can the minister please provide an update on the delivery of Target 120 in 
Fitzroy and how these services will be culturally sensitive?  

MS S.E. WINTON (Wanneroo — Minister for Community Services) [9.49 am]: I thank the member for 
Kimberley for bringing this issue to the chamber. I want to acknowledge the incredible work she does each and 
every day in advocating for her community and, very importantly, being an important conduit between the important 
work that Aboriginal-controlled organisations do in her electorate and the support required by government to make 
sure that they can do that work even better. 

The Cook Labor government recognises that Aboriginal people are over-represented in a vast range of areas, as 
outlined by the member for Kimberley. We are committed to addressing this through Aboriginal-led approaches 
that empower families and communities. Underpinning our government’s commitment to delivering culturally safe 
services is the Western Australian Aboriginal community–controlled organisations strategy, which we announced 
last year. The strategy responds to the need to improve the way in which the government commissions and delivers 
services to Aboriginal people and supports the ACCOs to increase their capacity to deliver more culturally 
appropriate services. 

I will use this opportunity to touch on a number of programs in my portfolio that are working each and every day 
to achieve those very important outcomes. We are committed to delivering a culturally secure child protection 
system. An example of that is the early intervention and family support strategy and the expansion of services, 
including Aboriginal in-home support services. ACCOs are providing important in-home support services that 
reduce the number of Aboriginal children entering out-of-home care. New ways of working include programs such 
as the Aboriginal family-led decision-making pilot program trialled in Mirrabooka and Geraldton by local ACCOs 
supporting Aboriginal families to make decisions about how to keep their children and young people safely at home 
and, importantly, connected to family, culture and country. The government’s out-of-home care commissioning 
process clearly demonstrates the priority that we place on ACCOs to deliver out-of-home care services throughout 
the state. I am proud to say that, through the commissioning process, we have procured five additional ACCOs on 
top of Yorganop, which is already doing incredible work in this space. We now have six Aboriginal community–
controlled organisations leading the important work of supporting young people who are in out-of-home care. 
Importantly, we have provided the Noongar Family Safety and Wellbeing Council with a grant to support these 
new ACCOs to build their capacity during this transition period. We know that we get the best success when we 
partner with, support and resource the ACCOs to be able to build their own capacity. 

Under the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill, we have also been able to introduce the Aboriginal 
representative organisations pilot program, in which ACCOs support child protection processes and decision-making 
that is culturally informed and culturally safe for Aboriginal people. I have met with Yorganop in Armadale, and 
it is doing an incredible job in this pilot. We look forward to a statewide rollout of the Aboriginal representative 
organisations, together with ensuring that we build the capacity of ACCOs to deliver that important work. I recently 
announced that 11 ACCOs have been awarded grants to support and strengthen that capacity building. 

The member for Kimberley has been a long-term supporter of programs that support young people in her electorate. 
We know that Target 120 is an important early intervention initiative that supports young people in making positive 
choices and diverting them from involvement in the criminal justice system. We have invested some $43 million 
in this. In fact, in this budget, over $11 million was invested to make sure that we have security of funding for 
organisations rolling out that program throughout the state. The key to getting young people engaged, of course, 
is having place-based people working with young people. That is where the trust starts. We need local Aboriginal 
people working with young people to really be able to make a difference. Of the 20 Target 120 sites, eight locations 
are led by ACCOs, and a further four are rolled out in a partnership between ACCOs and other community service 
providers. I am really happy to announce that the Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Cultural Centre, a really incredible 
organisation in the Kimberley that does extraordinary work in a number of areas, is now rolling out Target 120 in 
Fitzroy Crossing. It is a well-established organisation that will ensure great outcomes as it works with local Fitzroy 
Crossing young people. 
We also know that Aboriginal people are disproportionately represented in family and domestic violence. Our focus 
in delivering FDV services must continue to be through the involvement of ACCOs. In particular, the member for 
Kimberley mentioned the Broome hub, and we opened a tender in August to identify a service provider for the 
Broome hub as a restricted tender open to Aboriginal community–controlled organisations. The tender has closed 
and is being assessed. I am glad that we restricted the tender to ACCOs because we know that they are best placed 
to provide culturally sensitive and culturally appropriate services for women impacted by violence. 
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The message I send to the member for Kimberley and her constituents is that we are absolutely committed to 
continuing to support Aboriginal community–controlled organisations to do their important work, not only in the 
Kimberley but also throughout Western Australia. As the member for Kimberley said, ACCOs are uniquely 
connected to their own communities. We need Aboriginal-led solutions that will create meaningful outcomes by 
empowering the local people in local places. 
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